
 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

1st Session of the 43rd Legislature (1991) 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1079 BY: JOHNSON (Rob) 

 

 

 

 

 

AS INTRODUCED 

AN ACT RELATING TO STATE GOVERNMENT; AMENDING SECTION 

1, CHAPTER 271, O.S.L. 1985, AS AMENDED BY SECTION 

1, CHAPTER 203, O.S.L. 1986 AND 74 O.S. 1981, 

SECTION 500.2, AS LAST AMENDED BY SECTION 2, 

CHAPTER 351, O.S.L. 1989 (74 O.S. SUPP. 1990, 

SECTIONS 79 AND 500.2), WHICH RELATE TO STATE 

TRAVEL; CREATING THE STATE TRAVEL MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAM; ADDING TO POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS; PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN 

CONTRACTS; AUTHORIZING CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS; 

PROVIDING FOR POWERS OF AGENCIES; REQUIRING 

PUBLICATION OF A STATE TRAVEL DIRECTORY; SPECIFYING 

CONTENTS; PROHIBITING PAYMENT OF CERTAIN CLAIMS; 

PROVIDING LEGISLATIVE INTENT; PROVIDING FOR 

ISSUANCE OF CERTAIN AIRLINE TICKETS; REMOVING 

AUTHORITY FOR EXECUTION OF CERTAIN CONTRACTS; 

REMOVING REQUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN STATE 

DESIGNATIONS; REMOVING AUTHORITY FOR CERTAIN 

PURCHASES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     Section 1, Chapter 271, O.S.L. 

1985, as amended by Section 1, Chapter 203, O.S.L. 1986 (74 O.S. 

Supp. 1990, Section 79), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 79.  A.  There is hereby created the State Travel 

Division within the Purchasing Division of the Office of Public 

Affairs. 

B.  1.  The State Travel Division shall implement and operate 

the State Travel Management Program.  The State Travel Division 

shall have sole and exclusive authority and responsibility for 

making arrangements for all air travel on scheduled commercial 

airlines for state employees required to travel in the course of 

their official duties and for other persons traveling at state 

expense except as otherwise provided by this section. 

2.  The Director of Public Affairs shall contract with the 

commercial airlines necessary to implement the provisions of the 

State Travel Management Program with the intent of obtaining the 

lowest available fares for scheduled commercial air travel. 

3.  The Director of Public Affairs shall contract with such 

other travel-related service providers determined to be necessary by 

the Director for services including but not limited to lodging and  

transportation services in order to obtain the lowest available 

lodging and transportation rates for state employees required to 

travel in the course of their official duties or other persons 

traveling at state expense. 

B. C.  On and after the effective date of this act, all agencies 

and departments of this state shall make arrangements for all air 

travel on scheduled commercial airlines for state employees required 

to travel in the course of their official duties and for all other 

persons traveling at state expense through the State Travel 

Division, except when any such agency or department determines 

that:. 
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D.  1.  The Director of Public Affairs may exempt any single 

activity, facility, or agency from compliance with the State Travel 

Management Program, if the Director determines that: 

   1. a. the air travel services can be secured at a cost 

less than that which can be secured by the State 

Travel Division; or  

2. b. the air travel originates from a location outside 

the state and it would be impractical to arrange 

for the air travel through the State Travel 

Division; or  

3. c.  the air travel is necessitated by an emergency 

and time does not permit utilization of the State 

Travel Division's services; or  

4. d. the air travel is part of a package arrangement 

made by the organization scheduling the meeting 

or conference.  

C.  All claims made for reimbursement shall contain a statement 

showing the reason for the exemption. 

D.  The State Travel Division shall divide the state into high 

travel areas and low travel areas.  A high travel area shall consist 

of no more than one county.  Oklahoma, Tulsa, Payne and Cleveland 

Counties and any other county that accounts for a substantial 

portion of air travel at state expense shall be designated as high 

travel areas.  The remaining counties of the state shall be 

designated as low travel areas.  Low travel areas may consist of 

more than one county, as determined by the State Travel Division.  

The State Travel Division shall contract with no less than six 

private travel agencies in a high travel area and one or more 

private travel agencies in a low travel area to provide the 

scheduling and related travel services required to comply with this 

section. 
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E.  The State Travel Division shall promulgate rules and 

regulations and contract specifications to which the contract travel 

agencies shall be subject.  The rules, regulations and 

specifications shall be drawn with the intent of obtaining the 

lowest available fares for scheduled commercial air travel. 

F.  At the end of each month the contract travel agencies shall 

furnish a statement, in a form approved by the State Travel 

Division, showing certain details of all travel arrangements handled 

to each state agency or department for which the contract travel 

agencies have furnished their services and shall also furnish copies 

of said statements to the State Travel Division.  

2.  Any exemption shall be for a period not in excess of one (1) 

year, but additional exemptions may be granted for periods not to 

exceed one (1) year.  The Director of Public Affairs shall make 

public all exemptions together with the reasons for granting such 

exemptions. 

3.  Subject to the provisions of this section, each state agency 

shall have the authority to determine its own needs for air travel 

and other travel-related services but arrangements for such air 

travel and other travel-related services shall be made pursuant to 

the State Travel Management Program. 

E.  The Division shall require that airline tickets be issued in 

the name of the state employee and the Division.  Any discount, 

credit or miles obtained as a result of any type of frequent fliers 

program earned by any state employee traveling on commercial 

airlines in the course of his official duties shall be assigned to 

the Division. 

F.  The State Travel Division shall publish a State Travel 

Directory.  The directory shall provide a listing of the hotels and 

motels, rental car companies, and such other travel-related services 

available in nationwide designated areas which are under contract 

with the State Travel Division. 
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G.  Claims for airline travel, not in compliance with the State 

Travel Management Program, shall not be reimbursed or paid. 

H.  The Director of Public Affairs shall have the authority and 

responsibility to promulgate rules and regulations governing, 

providing for, and prescribing: 

1.  The manner and form of making travel arrangements and 

services covered by the State Travel Management Program; and 

2.  Conditions under which any may be waived pursuant to 

restrictions contained in this section. 

I.  It is the intent of the Legislature that: 

1.  airline travel by all state employees required to travel in 

the course of their official duties or other persons traveling at 

state expense, be required to: 

a. obtain the most direct airplane route to their 

destination, 

b. use coach class airplane fare, and 

c. utilize discount programs or other benefit programs 

offered by the airlines for reduced costs in air 

travel; 

2.  the Office of Public Affairs develop and implement paired-

city programs and other such programs to reduce state travel costs. 

SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     74 O.S. 1981, Section 500.2, as 

last amended by Section 2, Chapter 351, O.S.L. 1989 (74 O.S. Supp. 

1990, Section 500.2), is amended to read as follows: 

Section 500.2  A.  Officials and employees of the state, 

traveling on authorized state business, may be reimbursed for 

expenses incurred in such travel in accordance with the provisions 

of this act and existing statutes relating to state travel.  Persons 

who are not state employees, but who are performing substantial and 

necessary services to the state which have been directed or approved 

by the appropriate department official shall enjoy the protection of 

the sovereign immunity of the state to the same extent as a paid 
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employee.  Such persons may be reimbursed for expenses incurred 

during authorized official travel under these same statutory 

provisions, provided it is indicated on the claim the person is not 

a state employee, a description of services performed is entered, 

and the agency head by his approval of the claim certifies such 

services were substantial and necessary, and germane to the duties 

and functions of the reimbursing agency.  Travel expenses incurred 

by a person during the course of seeking employment with a state 

agency, unless such travel is performed at the request of the 

employing agency, shall not be considered expenses incurred in 

performing substantial and necessary services to the state and shall 

not be reimbursed under the provisions of this act.  

B.  The chief administrative officer of the Department of Public 

Safety, the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation, the Bureau of 

Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs Control, the Oklahoma Military 

Department, the Department of Corrections, the Office of Public 

Affairs and the Department of Civil Defense may arrange for and 

charge meals and lodging for a contingent of state personnel moved 

into an area for the purpose of preserving the public health, safety 

or welfare or for the protection of life or property.  The cost for 

meals or lodging so charged shall not exceed the amount authorized 

in this act.  

The chief administrative officer of each agency involved in an 

operation as provided for above shall require the vendor furnishing 

meals, lodging or both meals and lodging to submit an itemized 

statement for payment.  

When a claim for lodging is made for a contingent of state 

personnel, individual members of the contingent may not submit a 

claim for lodging.  When a claim for meals is made for a contingent 

of state personnel, individual members of the contingent may not 

submit a claim for meals.  
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C.  The Department of Public Safety is hereby authorized to 

enter into contracts and agreements for the payment of classroom 

space, food and lodging expenses as may be necessary for law 

enforcement officers attending any official course of instruction 

sponsored or conducted by the Department of Public Safety.  Such 

expenses may be paid for directly to the contracting agency or 

business establishment.  Provided, the cost for food and lodging for 

each law enforcement officer shall not exceed the total daily rate 

as provided in the State Travel Reimbursement Act.  

D.  The Tourism and Recreation Department is hereby authorized 

to enter into contracts and agreements for the payment of food and 

lodging expenses as may be necessary for employees attending an 

official course of instruction or training conducted or sponsored by 

the Tourism and Recreation Department.  Such expenses may be paid 

for directly to the contracting agency or business establishment. 

Provided, the cost for food and lodging for each employee shall not 

exceed the total daily rate as provided in the State Travel 

Reimbursement Act.  

E.  The Oklahoma Department of Commerce is hereby authorized to 

enter into contracts and agreements for the payment of food, 

lodging, meeting facility and beverage expenses as may be necessary 

for sponsoring seminars and receptions relating to economic 

development and science and technology issues.  Such expenses may be 

paid directly to the contracting agency or business establishment.  

The Director of the Oklahoma Department of Commerce shall provide a 

quarterly report of such expenditures to the Governor, the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives and the President Pro Tempore of the 

Senate.  

F.  State agencies are authorized to make direct purchases of 

commercial airline tickets for use by employees in approved 

out-of-state travel.  Each claim or invoice submitted to the 

Director of State Finance for the payment of such purchase shall 
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bear the airline identifying ticket number, the name of the airline, 

total cost of each ticket purchased, class of accommodation, social 

security number and name of the employee for whom the ticket was 

purchased, and shall be filed on claim forms as prescribed by the 

Director of State Finance.  An affidavit shall state that said 

employee did use any direct purchase commercial airline ticket 

received for his or her approved out-of-state travel. 

G. F.  State agencies are authorized to make direct purchases of 

lodging at facilities operated by the Oklahoma Tourism and 

Recreation Department.  Such lodging shall be at the rate authorized 

by Section 500.9 of this title.  Claims for payment shall be filed 

on claim forms as prescribed by the Office of State Finance.  

SECTION 3.  This act shall become effective July 1, 1991. 

SECTION 4.  It being immediately necessary for the preservation 

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby 

declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and 

be in full force from and after its passage and approval. 

 

43-1-5381 KSM 

 
 


