
 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGROSSED SENATE 

BILL NO. 306 BY: WILLIAMS (Don), WILLIAMS 

(Penny), WRIGHT and COLE 

(Tom) of the SENATE  

 

and 

 

STEIDLEY of the HOUSE   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN ACT RELATING TO SCHOOLS; PROVIDING SHORT TITLE; 

CREATING THE "VISION 2000 PARENTAL CHOICE 

FEASIBILITY ACT"; PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN RESEARCH 

PROJECTS RELATING TO SCHOOL ATTENDANCE; AUTHORIZING 

SCHOOL DISTRICT PARTICIPATION ON A REQUIRED BASIS; 

MAKING CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS THERETO; PROVIDING FOR 

DURATION OF PROJECTS; REQUIRING INCLUSION OF 

DISTRICTS EXHIBITING CERTAIN CHARACTERISTICS; 

REQUIRING CERTAIN PROVISION OF TRANSPORTATION FOR 

CERTAIN PROJECTS; AUTHORIZING CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS TO 

STATUTORY PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN 

PAYMENTS; AUTHORIZING PROMULGATION OF RULES BY THE 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION; REQUIRING CERTAIN 

MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF PROJECTS; REQUIRING 

CERTAIN REPORTS; AND PROVIDING FOR NONCODIFICATION. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 
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SECTION 1.  This act shall be known and may be cited as the 

"Vision 2000 Parental Choice Feasibility Act." 

SECTION 2.  A.  The State Board of Education shall establish 

twenty research projects designed to indicate the feasibility of 

implementing on a statewide basis a plan whereby a student may 

attend public school in the district, and at the site, of the 

parent's choice.  The projects shall begin with the beginning of the 

1991-92 school year.  Each project shall involve two or more public 

school districts.  The State Board may solicit participation of 

districts on a voluntary basis but is authorized to require 

participation of districts whose boards of education do not 

volunteer the participation of their districts; provided, the State 

Board shall not require participation that conflicts with any court 

orders or consent decrees or other agreements executed in compliance 

with any court order.  The projects shall have a duration of not 

less than one (1) school year nor more than three (3) school years. 

B.  Altogether, the research projects shall involve public 

school districts lying at least partially in at least twenty 

counties of this state and shall be so chosen that districts of all 

types as to land area, presence of significant geographical 

barriers, student population, population density, and socio-economic 

condition are represented.  The State Board shall also ensure that 

some districts having a history of substantially limiting or 

prohibiting the transfer of their students to other districts are 

included among the projects so that all impediments frequently cited 

as reason for denying transfer are subjected to research pursuant to 

this act. 

C.  For at least ten (10) of the projects, districts involved 

shall be required to furnish transportation for students of low 

socio-economic condition free of charge to the student, or, if such 

transportation is not provided, to make reimbursement as provided 

herein if requested to do so if the parent, custodial parent, or 
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guardian provides transportation and requests reimbursement.  The 

State Board shall define low socio-economic condition for the 

purposes of this subsection in such a manner that the definition 

includes, but is not restricted to, all students eligible for free 

or reduced-price meals pursuant to the National School Lunch Act of 

1946, 42 U.S.C. Section 1751 et seq.  The State Board shall 

determine whether students so defined shall be provided 

transportation from their homes, or from pick-up points utilized by 

students attending schools within the district of residence which 

the students participating in the research project would otherwise 

attend, to the school of assignment, and return, whether such 

transportation shall be provided by the receiving district, by joint 

busing arrangements among participating districts, and whether, if 

busing is not provided, parents or guardians shall be reimbursed for 

the cost of furnishing transportation.  Reimbursement, when 

authorized, shall be at a rate set by the State Board, not to be 

less than ten cents ($0.10) per mile for not to exceed forty (40) 

miles per round trip for not to exceed one hundred eighty round 

trips per school year.  Statutory provisions prohibiting districts 

from picking up students within other districts shall be waived for 

districts participating in research projects pursuant to this 

section. 

D.  For those districts required by the State Board to provide 

free transportation or reimbursement for transportation as provided 

in subsection C of this section, the State Board shall provide 

funding to said districts for the actual cost of such transportation 

or reimbursement for transportation.  The amount of any such payment 

to districts shall be within the guidelines established in 

subsection C of this section and from funds made available to the 

Board for this purpose.  

E.  The State Board is authorized to promulgate such rules as it 

deems necessary for establishing, monitoring, and evaluating the 
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research projects.  The State Board shall monitor projects as it 

deems appropriate and shall evaluate each project each year. 

F.  After the first year, and upon completion of two-year and 

three-year project evaluations, the State Board shall publish 

reports describing what the research projects indicate about the 

feasibility of establishing a parental choice program on a statewide 

basis and indicating what criteria should be required for a 

statewide program.  Copies of these reports shall be filed with the 

Governor, the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives. 

SECTION 3.  Sections 1 and 2 of this act shall not be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes. 

Passed the Senate the 12th day of March, 1991. 

 

 

 

President of the Senate 

 

Passed the House of Representatives the ____ day of 

____________, 1991. 

 

 

 

Speaker of the House of 

Representatives 

 

 


