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ENGROSSED HOUSE 

BILL NO. 1996 BY: GRIESER and WIDENER of 

the HOUSE 

 

and 

 

EASLEY of the SENATE 

 

 

 

 

 

AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY; MAKING 

CERTAIN EXCAVATORS LIABLE FOR DAMAGE AND 

RESPONSIBLE FOR REPAIR OF CERTAIN UNDERGROUND 

FACILITIES; PROVIDING EXCEPTION AND CONDITIONS; 

REQUIRING CERTAIN UNDERGROUND FACILITIES; PROVIDING 

FOR CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 142.9a of Title 63, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

On and after the effective date of this act, except the state, 

county, municipality or excavators performing excavating services 

thenceforth in a public right-of-way, any excavator who damages an 

underground facility owned or operated by a nonprofit rural water 

corporation organized pursuant to Section 863 of Title 18 of the 

Oklahoma Statutes or rural water district organized pursuant to the 

Rural Water, Sewer, Gas, and Solid Waste Management Districts Act 

shall be liable for the underground damage to and responsible for 

the repair of such facilities.  On and after the effective date of 

this act, any new underground facilities shall contain materials 
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capable of being detected by a metal detector and shall be properly 

marked. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective September 1, 1992. 

Passed the House of Representatives the 25th day of February, 

1992. 

 

 

 

Speaker of the House of 

Representatives 

 

Passed the Senate the ____ day of __________, 1992. 

 

 

 

President of the Senate 

 

 


