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BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

SECTION 1.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified 

in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 163.1 of Title 17, unless there 

is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A.  The Oklahoma Legislature hereby finds and declares that the 

people of Oklahoma have benefited greatly from stable and 

responsible labor relations in the public utility industry, and that 

strengthening the institution of collective bargaining between 

public utilities and labor organizations for wages, hours, benefits, 

and other terms and conditions of employment in order to preserve 

stability and responsibility is in the public interest.  The 

Oklahoma Legislature further finds and declares that the well-being 

of employees of public utilities, who are residents, citizens, 

taxpayers, and consumers in Oklahoma, is an essential element to 

balance with investor and consumer interest in arriving at the 

public interest in setting rates for public utilities. 

B.  1.  In establishing public utility rates, the Corporation 

Commission shall not reduce, disallow or otherwise change any wage 

rate, benefit, working condition, or other term or condition of 

employment that is the subject of a collective bargaining agreement 

between the public utility and a labor organization.  However, 
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nothing in this section shall interfere with the Commission's 

jurisdiction or constitutional authority to make adjustments for 

ratemaking purposes only.  In the event that the Commission makes 

such adjustments for ratemaking purposes only, such adjustments 

shall only affect the rates that the utility may lawfully charge to 

its consumers, and will not change any wage rate, benefit, working 

condition, or other term or condition of employment that a public 

utility is obligated to honor pursuant to a collective bargaining 

agreement between a public utility and a labor organization. 

2.  The Corporation Commission shall treat all wages, salaries, 

incentives, and other monetary allowances by job category paid to 

employees by a public utility as public information and shall make 

such information available upon request. 

3.  It is the intention of the Legislature that any provision of 

this section is an amendment to, and alteration of, Sections 18 

through 34 inclusive of Article IX of the Oklahoma Constitution as 

authorized by Section 35 of Article IX of the Oklahoma Constitution. 

SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective September 1, 1992. 

Passed the House of Representatives the 11th day of March, 1992. 
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Passed the Senate the ____ day of __________, 1992. 
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