ENGROSSED HOUSE
BILL NO. 1780 BY: SMITH (Bill)

AN ACT RELATING TO MARRIAGE AND FAMILY; PROHIBITING
COURT ORDERS FOR CERTAIN TIME PERIOD IN CERTAIN
ACTIONS FOR DIVORCE; PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS FOR
CERTAIN CAUSES; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 107.1 of Title 43, unless there
is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. In an action for divorce where there are minor children
involved, the court shall not issue a final order thereon for at
least ninety (90) days from the earlier of the date of:

1. Service of the summons on the defendant or first date of
publication of the notice of the petition; or

2. Entry of appearance of the defendant.

B. This act shall not apply to divorces filed for any of the

following causes:

1. Abandonment for one (1) year;

2. Extreme cruelty;

3. Habitual drunkenness;

4. Imprisonment of the other party in a state or federal penal

institution under sentence thereto for the commission of a felony at

the time the petition is filed;



5. The procurement of a final divorce decree outside this state
by a husband or wife which does not in this state release the other
party from the obligations of the marriage; and

6. Insanity for a period of five (5) years, the insane person
having been an inmate of a state institution for the insane in the
State of Oklahoma, or an inmate of a state institution for the
insane in some other state for such period, or an inmate of a
private santarium, and affected with a type of insanity with a poor
prognosis for recovery.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective September 1, 1992.

Passed the House of Representatives the 12th day of February,

1992.
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